
Respected gests, respected attendees! 

 

As Vesela pointed out in the announcement, I had the honor and duty to represent our state in NATO 

from a military aspect in the period from 2009 to 2014. 

In short, I want to draw you closer to some of the activities that we carried out in that period and what 

are the expectations for the full integration of the Republic of North Macedonia into the most successful 

alliance in history - in NATO. 

The strategic goal of our country to join NATO was accepted on December 23, 1993, followed by joining 

the Partnership for Peace (1995) and submitting a membership candidacy (in 1999). 

Our country in NATO is represented by a Mission that is in the rank of Embassy, led by the Ambassador. 

In its composition, the Mission has 3 components: 

- Political 

- Defensive and 

- Military, which I led 

In addition to the Mission, we also participated with our liaison officers and staff officers in NATO 

commands, and in NATO-led operations, we, at some point, even had greater contributions from some 

member states of the Alliance. 

Until February 6 this year, when the accession protocol for NATO was signed, we were in the group of 

NATO Partners with candidate status, and we could participate only in the formats where we participate 

as a state with our own forces and funds. 

Although limited by the presence of most of the committees that were available only to NATO members, 

our cooperation with friendly countries enabled us to successfully accomplish our set tasks in the 

exchange of information and gathering positive experiences in order to get closer and successfully 

fought of the NATO member states. 

What are the key areas of cooperation with NATO? 

1. Capacity development and interoperability through: 

o Participation in the process of monitoring and evaluating the achieved results in the realization of the 

Partnership Goals (PARP) that were jointly determined by the NATO authorities 

o Joining the Operational Capabilities Concept (OCC) - which as a mechanism is used to assess the 

achieved level of competence of units declared for the possible joint use in operations 

o Participation in the Defense Education Enhancement Program - which is of great benefit to military 

education and training 



o Participation in the Building Integrity Program (BI), where the country is trained for the proper 

management of the defense and security sector, strengthens transparency and reduces the risks of 

corruption 

o Opening and successful functioning of the Public Affairs Regional Centre (PARC) in Skopje 

 

2. Support of NATO-led operations: 

a. From 2002 to 2014 - ISAF in Afghanistan 

b. At the moment, we are continuing to provide logistical support to NATO forces from KFOR in Kosovo 

and participate in the mission of Resolute Support in Afghanistan Mission for training, advising and 

assisting the security forces of Afghanistan (47 members) 

 

3. Wider cooperation with NATO: 

a. Practical cooperation with the Euro-Atlantic Disaster Response Coordination Center (EADRCC), which 

deepens the capabilities and interoperability of crisis management 

b. Since 1998, we are actively involved in the NATO Science for Peace and Security Program - whose 

recent focus is on Cyber Defense, Anti-terrorism, Defense of Chemical, Biological, Radiological and 

Nuclear Weapons and on the Protection of the Environment 

 

These areas of cooperation have an even wider dimension and are reflected through: 

-  Support to civil authorities in: 

o The election process 

o Monitoring the transition in developing countries, 

o Training of police and security forces, 

o Destruction of unexploded assets 

o Training of the local population, 

o Helping the administration, 

o Maintenance of public services, 

o The support of the public administration in the coordination of humanitarian operations, such 

as: 

 Disaster relief 

 Assistance to internally displaced persons and refugees 

 Security missions 

 Providing technical assistance and support 

o Organizing fundraising events for humanitarian purposes - such as the NATO Charity Bazaar, 

By signing the accession protocol, we now have the opportunity to participate in all formats, to discuss 

openly on all topics, except that we have no right to vote until the ratification of the protocol by the 

remaining members. 



The expectations are that by the end of the year or beginning of 2020, a protocol from the remaining 12 

NATO members will be signed and the Republic of North Macedonia will become a full member. 

 With the NATO membership, citizens of our country, predominantly young people will have more 

benefits, such as: 

- Strengthening the country's geostrategic positions based on the principles of "equality between 

equals" and solidarity, 

- Furthermore, membership enhances the security and stability of the country, thus creating a 

better basis for economic growth and development. 

- It will contribute to greater democratization and better governance. The dynamics of Member 

States' reforms have demonstrated greater progress with regard to the credibility of institutions, 

the effectiveness of the government, the rule of law, freedom of speech and the control of 

corruption. 

- Also, NATO membership contributes to a better business environment and a better credit rating 

for the member state. 

- Another benefit would be to increase the total investment in the country. For example, foreign 

direct investment in Estonia, Latvia and Bulgaria increased three times in the first three years 

after the membership, and similarly in Albania, where foreign direct investment doubled in the 

first year after the membership. 

- NATO membership is followed by a trend of opening new jobs and reducing unemployment, 

which is of particular interest to the young people. 

- NATO membership contributes to the acceleration of economic growth. As an example, Latvia 

and Macedonia in 1995 were on the same level as 20 percent of GDP per capita in the relation 

to the EU average, while Latvia now has reached 50 percent, and Macedonia up to 25 percent. 

- NATO membership means a higher standard of living and a better quality of life for citizens. 

- The membership in NATO will increase financial assistance from abroad, European (structural 

funds) and international financial institutions. 

With a recent visit to NATO's highest body - the North Atlantic Council (NAC), we have received a clear 

message that they are ready to accept us in the NATO family and that the Republic of North Macedonia 

will soon become the 30th NATO member. 

I will conclude with the words of NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, who during the visit stressed 

that: 

(I quote) “NATO keeps almost one billion citizens across Europe and North America secure and with you 

joining NATO there will be thirty countries committed to protect each other. Your accession will bring 

more stability to the Western Balkans. This is good for the region and for Euro-Atlantic security.” (Quote 

finished) 

I hope that I was not too serious in the performance and I did not suppress the bright moments of the 

exposed views of the youth about NATO that we have heard and we will hear until the end of this event. 

Thank you for your attention and I am at your disposal, during the breaks or in the further course of the 

project realization to consider other topics in this area that have attracted your interest. 


